
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Facilitator Directions:
● Split students into groups of 5 or more
● Give each group a Student Group page associated with their group number,

along with a graphic organizer to fill out.
● Have students read the information they were given and follow directions

provided
● Allow students to discuss questions and write down their answers. (20 minutes)
● Project a slide or provide examples for:

○ Disbursement examples -
i. One lump-sum at a specific age like 18 or 25
ii. One lump-sum but must graduate/GED and/or take financial

literacy class(es)
iii. 2 annual payments per year
iv. Small monthly payments

● Allow the Tribal Chairperson to travel to another group to share their answers (5
minutes)

● After they’ve shared with another group, give each group time to discuss whether
they want to change any of their answers and explain why.

● When discussions are over and graphic organizers are completed, give
additional time for student groups to create and design their posters. (10
minutes)

Materials Needed:
1. Student Group Pages (provided below)
2. Graphic Organizers (provided below)
3. Poster paper
4. Markers and/or coloring utensils
5. Slide or pages with

a. examples/ideas
b. Vocabulary words such as disburse, revenue, enterprise etc.



STUDENT GROUP #1
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #1
Population: 9,365 Tribal Members
Revenue: $86 Million
Natural Resources: timber, hunting, water, solar,
Tribal Enterprises: 3 stores, 6 gas stations, 3 casinos



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #2
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #2
Population: 2,500 Tribal Members
Revenue: $52 Million
Natural Resources: timber, farming/agriculture, fishing, hunting, water, wind, solar
Tribal Enterprises: 1 resort, 1 event center, 1 bank, 1 research & diagnostic company,
4 gas stations, 1 store, 2 casinos



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #3
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #3
Population: 4,500 Tribal Members
Revenue: $99 Million
Natural Resources: timber, farming/agriculture, fishing, water, shellfish
Tribal Enterprises: 7 gas stations, 1 car wash, 1 marina, 1 real estate company,
1 casino,1 event center



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #4
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #4
Population: 3,000 Tribal Members
Revenue: $101.9 Million
Natural Resources: timber, farming/agriculture, fishing, water, shellfish
Tribal Enterprises: 2 event centers, 1 casino, 1 hotel, 1 store, 1 seafood company, 1 gas
station,



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #5
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #5
Population: 5,327
Revenue: $151.2 Million
Natural Resources: timber, fishing, hunting, water, wind, solar, farming/agriculture,
Tribal Enterprises: 1 petroleum refinery, 1 internet provider, 1 commercial company, 4
markets, 1 casino



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #6
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #6
Population: 10,851
Revenue: $250 Million
Natural Resources: farming/agriculture, water, fishing, hunting,
Tribal Enterprises: 1 internet provider, 1 lumber company, 1 casino, 2 gas stations



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #7
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #7
Population: 5,100 Tribal Members
Revenue: $272.2 Million
Natural Resources: fishing, water, hunting, timbre,
Tribal Enterprises: 1 business park (office space rentals), 3 casinos, 120 stores,
2 gas stations



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #8
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #8
Population: 650 Tribal Members
Revenue: $35 Million
Natural Resources: fishing, hunting, timbre, water
Tribal Enterprises: 1 Resort, 1 corporation, 7 gas stations, 1 store, 1 casino,
1 construction company,



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #9
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #9
Population: 1,370 Tribal Members
Revenue: $47.8 Million
Natural Resources: fishing, shellfish, Hunting
Tribal Enterprises: 1 resort, 1 seafood company, 1 casino, 1 paper product company, 4
restaurants, 2 gas stations



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #10
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #10
Population: 800 Tribal Members
Revenue: $2 Million
Natural Resources: fishing, hunting, water, farming/agriculture
Tribal Enterprises: 1 resort, 1 casino, 2 hotels, 1 restaurant, 1 construction company, 3
gas stations



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #11
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #11
Population: 4,100 Tribal Members
Revenue: $450 Million
Natural Resources: timber, fish, hunting
Tribal Enterprises: 6 stores, 24 gas stations, 1 casino, 1 resort



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)



STUDENT GROUP #12
TRIBAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY

Directions: This activity is meant to help you understand how a tribal council works. By
the end of this activity, you should be able to create a poster with the information
collected in the graphic organizer. Your poster must be easy to read and organized
neatly.

A Tribal Government consists of :
Chairperson - presides over the tribe's legislative body and
executive branch.
Vice Chairperson - in the absence of the Chairman, perform all duties and
assume all responsibilities vested in the Chairman.
Council Members - A tribe’s legislative body, made up of tribal members who
are elected by eligible tribal voters.
Tribal Members - Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe which
include specific rights and protections.

**For a vote to be passed, you must have a majority vote. The tribal chairperson does
NOT get to vote, unless there is a tie. If there is a tie vote, the Tribal Chairperson’s vote
breaks the tie.

Make sure to designate one person in your group to be your Chairperson. The
Chairperson will be the spokesperson for your group and will lead your presentation.

Here is the demographics of your made up tribe. Use this information to help you make
decisions on the discussion topics in the graphic organizer.

Tribe #12
Population: 2,000 Tribal Members
Revenue: $15 Million
Natural resources: fishing, shellfish, water, farming/agriculture
Tribal Enterprises: 1 automotive shop, 1 casino, 1 gas station, 1 store



What to include on your poster:

Tribe Name: Tribal Chairperson:

Population: Revenue:

What is the best way to disburse tribal monies to your members?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

What are some other ways for the tribe to generate revenue?
(Include reasons why the tribe made its choice. **Remember you must have a majority vote.)

Are there any changes your council made to their decisions after discussing with other tribal
councils? (include why you made these changes)

*Seal (optional - if you have time, you may include a tribal seal on your poster)


